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Guest Speaker: Sara Popenhagen, Office of Sustainability 
 

• Introductions to the team primarily working on these issues: Sara Popenhagen, Maureen 
McMahon, Brian Bozell, Henock Kidanu, and Kevin Keating. 

• Energy services responsibilities include central utility plants, building automation, energy 
procurement, utilities and metering, commissioning. 

• Sustainability timeline at UChicago: first council launched in 2004, first Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Plan released in 2018.  

• Energy management utility system with comprehensive database of information.  
• President Zimmer set a goal for us to reduce emissions by 50% by 2030, though this is 

not relative to our size – so campus expansions have to take this goal into account.  
• New Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction plan was released in 2022 to reflect this goal. 
• LEED buildings are best tool we have right now – e.g. Rubenstein Forum, Keller Center.  
• Heating and cooling of buildings contribute to 70% of greenhouse gas emissions. 

o Various programs already implemented to make changes, including incentivizing 
labs to compete to save energy by shutting hoods. 

• Click on the blue boxes in the slides that are shared for a more detailed view the graphs. 
• UChicago Concur Travel also gives us data – strongly recommended by the university for 

university-sponsored travel, both for safety and for emissions tracking reasons.  
• Many opportunities on the UChicago Sustainability website to get involved. 

o Green Fund providing grants to student proposals to increase sustainability. 
o Partnerships with RSOs such as PSI and the UChicago Environmental Alliance. 
o UChicago Women in STEM resource group, recently created by Popenhagen.  

 
Update & Clarification on Funding 
 

• Graduate Council has been receiving lots of messages from students concerned about 
funds running out this year. 

• The structure being new this year meant there would be an adjustment period, and with 
the structure being largely the same next year (namely, individual and group divisions), 
we expect improvements in the fund distribution process next year and moving forward. 

• Next meeting, on March 20, we will host Jo Nixon as our guest speaker, so we will learn 
more about the specifics of the funding distribution then, when she presents the data. 

o All students interested in the distribution of funds should attend this meeting. 
 

Spring Quarter General Meeting Dates 
 

• March 20 – Jo Nixon.  
• April 24 – President Paul Alivisatos. 
• May 15 – Co-President Elections. 
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1. Introductions



2. Energy Services Overview



Other Energy Services Responsibilities
• Central Utility Plants (CUP)

• Utility plants operate year-round 24/7
• WCCUP – West Campus Combined 

Utility Plant
• SCCP – South Campus Chiller Plant
• SSP – South Steam Plant

• Building Automation (BAS)
• Two primary systems on campus

• Johnson Controls (JCI)
• Siemens

• Currently updating BAS sections of (FS)2  
standards

• Energy Procurement
• Purchase natural gas and electricity for the 

University and Medical Center

• Utilities and Metering
• University utility meter data is collected in 

Energy Management Information System 
(EnergyCAP)

• > 500 electric and natural gas utility meters
• > 200 steam/condensate and chilled water 

submeters

• Commissioning
• In-house commissioning engineer oversees 

small projects and works with commissioning 
agents on larger projects



3. Office of Sustainability Overview



UChicago Sustainability in 1926



UChicago Sustainability Timeline



UChicago Sustainability Plan Update

The University of Chicago 
Sustainability Plan

See also

https://d3qi0qp55mx5f5.cloudfront.net/sustainability/uploads/images/UChicago_Sustainability_Plan_Update_2020-2022.pdf?mtime=1672937038
https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/reporting/sp/
https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/reporting/sp/


LEED Buildings

David Rubenstein Forum
Achieved LEED Gold for BD+C: New Construction (v2009)

Keller Center
Achieved LEED Platinum for BD+C: New Construction (v2009)
Achieved Living Building Challenge Petal Certification for materials

facilities.uchicago.edu/services/space-data/leed_buildings_on_campus

https://facilities.uchicago.edu/services/space-data/leed_buildings_on_campus/


GHG Emissions Inventory

https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/reporting/dashboards/


Data Transparency  
GHG and Energy Dashboards

https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/reporting/dashboards/


GHG Emissions Reduction Plan Strategy

Avoid
Reduce

Substitute

Compensate

Im
p

ac
t

Avoid new sources of 
emissions. Strategically 
decarbonize future 
activities.

Reduce existing emissions by 
implementing efficiency 
practices

Compensate for 
impossible-to-abate emissions 
by purchasing credible carbon 
offsets. 

Substitute fuel sources for 
lower-carbon alternatives.



Energy Recommendations



4. Collaborations



Get Involved

• Carbon Footprint Calculator

• Green Fund

• Registered Student 
Organizations, SG, UCEA

• EFCampus

• UChicago Women in STEM

sustainability.uchicago.edu/get-involved

https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/get-involved/
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Environmental Frontiers Campus 
(EFCampus)



EFCampus Projects Winter Quarter 2024

ELLEN MA RAGHAV PARDASANI VINCENT ZHENG

Laboratory Building Energy Analysis and Design

KRITI ARUNKUNDRUM JULIE PICHONNAT

Air Travel Pilot Program

LOUISE WANG

Graduate Student Lead



The purpose of UChicago Women in 
STEM is to act as a formal resource 
group at the University of Chicago to 
connect, network, engage, and support 
female members of the University of 
Chicago STEM community including 
faculty, staff, post-doctoral researchers, 
residents, and students in STEM. It is up 
to the individual if they identify with this 
group—all are welcome!

If you have any questions regarding 
UChicago Women in STEM, please 
contact Sara Popenhagen 
at popenhagen@uchicago.edu.

To join the UChicago Women in STEM, 
please visit the UChicago Women in 
STEM listserv website 
at: https://lists.uchicago.edu/web/su
bscribe/uchicagowomeninstem

mailto:popenhagen@uchicago.edu
https://lists.uchicago.edu/web/subscribe/uchicagowomeninstem
https://lists.uchicago.edu/web/subscribe/uchicagowomeninstem


Invitation

No RSVP needed

SPONSORED BY UCHICAGO WOMEN IN STEM



Sara Popenhagen, 
MEng, LEED® AP BD+C

Sustainability Manager

Office of Sustainability

Facilities Services,
Campus Planning + Sustainability

email:
popenhagen@uchicago.edu

officeofsustainability@uchicago.edu

website:
sustainability.uchicago.edu

Discussion

mailto:popenhagen@uchicago.edu
mailto:officeofsustainability@uchicago.edu
https://sustainability.uchicago.edu/reporting/
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